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What Is Claimed Is: 



1 ^ A/communication system for use with geosynchronous 

2 sateUite systems broadcasting a first beam at a first firequency comprising: 

3 a first /Stratospheric platform generating a second beam having 

4 the first frequency; 

5 use^ terminals configured to receive the first beam and the 

6 second beam. 



1 A system as recited in claim 1 wherein user terminals 

2 comprise direi^tional antennas. 

1 3. A/ system as recited in claim 1 fiirther comprising a 

2 second stratospheric /platform generating a third beam having the first 

3 fi"equency. 

1 4. / A sVstem as recited in claim 3 wherein said user terminal 

2 receives signal^ fi-om the first stratospheric platform and the second 

3 stratospheric p/atform. 

1 5. A system as recited in claim 1 wherein the second beam 

2 is generated fi-om a secondary payload. 

1 /A communication system for use with geosynchronous 

2 satellite systems broadcasting a first beam at a first fi-equency comprising: 

3 a first stratospheric platform having a primary payload and a 

4 secondary payldkd, said secondary payload generating communication signals 

5 having the firs/ frequency. 
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7. A SMStem as recited in claim 6 further comprising a 
second stratospheric platform generating a third beam having the first 
frequency. 

8. A^system as recited in claim 6 wherein the second beam 
is generated from a secqqidary payload. 

A method for operating a communications system 
comprising the steps of: 

generating a first beam using a first frequency directed at a 
service area with a satellite; and 

generating a second beam using the first frequency directed at 
a stratospheric platform. 


the service area from 


10. 


generating a second 
a secondary payload. 


A method as recited in claim 9 wherein said step of 
beam comprises the step of generating a second beam from 


11. / A method as recited in claim 9 wherein said satellite 
comprises a geostationary satellite. 


12. 

step of generating 
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A method as recited in claim 9 further comprising the 
a feeder link. 


